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Nickels & Dimes

I would like to take this opportunity to wish everyone and their family a warm and wonderful Holiday 
Season. Together we have had another busy year and there are a couple of great project coming up in 
January we would like to highlight (with separate attachments) with this mailing.

Our annual Christmas Party earlier this month was well attended and those who participated had 
another great meal at Foxfire and even better time sharing White Elephant gifts of laughter and the 
occasional bottle of good wine. Thanks to all who helped make this party a success.

Of course, with the New Year just around to the corner it’s time to renew your ARASWF dues. Larry – 
N4LAK, our newly elected Treasurer,  will be collecting your payments. They can be mailed to our PO 
Box, sent via PayPal, or paid at the next meeting (January 24th).

Speaking of the next meeting, by popular demand -- Dr. Torres – KP4AQI will be returning with a 
continuation of his very informative antenna presentation series don’t miss the next meeting (and bring 
a dues check).

That covers most everything for the Club… just received my Allied Radio catalog, apparently, it was lost 
in the mail… now back to shopping for those last-minute items Christmas toys and gifts, wonder if the 
XYL would appreciate a new Hallicrafters S-120?

Best of health and fortune in the New Year, see you at January 24th meeting.

Very 73,

Ken-W9KB

PS – We normally do not publish a newsletter in December, but this grew from a planned email blast. 
Don’t forget to read further inside about the Naples Daily News ½ Marathon event and the Winter Field 
Day Meeting before you dismiss this as fodder.





Regular Membership Meeting held at the Naples American Red Cross.
Tuesday, November 22, 2016

Officers and Uli Altvater, AG0X – President 
Directors present: Ken Bills, W9KB – Secretary/Treasurer

Mark Harms, AC4ZM – Director
Larry Kielasa, KC8JCB – Director
Frank Halas – W4RBW
Dave Ducett, WB8VQU – Director
Craig Henning, NC2H - Webmaster

Absent: Gary Lee, K8YMN – Director

Meeting called to order: Uli-AG0X welcomed the members and guests and called the 
meeting to order, followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.  

Introduction:  All attendees were introduced by name and call sign. Twenty-nine 
members were present and four guests: Carlos Satorius-NP2DL, Dave Nelson-W1FGN, 
Greg Kochendorfer-WB8ITK and Antonio Garcia-KK4QKJ. 

Treasurer’s Report:  Ken-W9KB reported that Club checking balance was $3,718.24 
including the Club PayPal balance. There were $25 dues revenue collected during the 
month and $39.00 from last month’s 50/50 raffle. 

Old Business:  Uli-AG0X reported that an older VHF/UHF antenna is currently being 
refurbished for installation at the Marbella site. This antenna will support a new DMR 
repeater and the D-Star repeater collated at that site. The Club net is held every 
Wednesday at 8pm (146.670MHZ) 

Mark-AC4ZM reported that the next EmComm meeting will not be held until January 10th

at 7pm at the Red Cross. The EmComm Net meets on the air every Thursday at 8pm 
(146.670MHZ).

Mark-AC4ZM reported we had three VE test candidates this month, two passed their 
General ticket and one passed their Extra exam.

Craig-NC2H reported that he made minor website updates this past month. NC2H 
encouraged members to check the website calendar for upcoming activity dates. 

Amateur Radio Association of Southwest Florida



New Business:  

ARASWF Club elections were held this month. The following slate was 
unanimously approved:

Uli Altvater, AG0X – President
Frank Halas, W4RBW – Vice President
Larry Kiesala, N4LAK – Treasurer
Ken Bills, W9KB – Secretary
Mark Harms, AC4ZM – Director
Criag Henning, NC2H – Director
Gary Lee, K8YMN – Director
Chris Taylor, KM4UJI – Director

Ken-W9KB announced the annual ARASWF Christmas Party will again be held at 
the Foxfire Country Club this year on Saturday December 3th. Cocktails (cash 
bar) 5:30pm, dinner 6:00pm. 

Ed-K1UQE reported that the Naples Daily News ½ Marathon is scheduled for 
January 14th and he has his team ready to support the event. New members are 
welcome to come out and work with the event veterans.

Mark-AC4ZM mentioned that Winter Field Day will again be held at Larry-N4LAK’s 
QTH on January 14th. An email blast will be sent prior to the event.

Social Break:

50/50 Raffle was won by Antonio Garcia-KK4QKJ ($57), a guest from Hialeah, FL.

Presentation:  Remote Operating Technology – Mitch-K7DX gave a very 
comprehensive presentation detailing several different methods to setup remote control 
of your radio station via the Internet. He demonstrated a connection to his remote 
station in Germany! A PDF copy of his presentation will be posted on the website or can 
be emailed directly contact Mitch at dj0qn@gmx.net

Adjourn: The meeting adjourned at 9:15pm.

Respectfully submitted,
Ken-W9KB, Secretary

mailto:dj0qn@gmx.net


Contest Calendar
December 2016

+ QRP Fox Hunt 0200Z-0330Z, Dec 21

+ Phone Fray 0230Z-0300Z, Dec 21

+ CWops Mini-CWT Test 1300Z-1400Z, Dec 21 and
1900Z-2000Z, Dec 21 and
0300Z-0400Z, Dec 22

+ NAQCC CW Sprint 0130Z-0330Z, Dec 22

+ NCCC RTTY Sprint 0145Z-0215Z, Dec 23

+ QRP Fox Hunt 0200Z-0330Z, Dec 23

+ NCCC Sprint 0230Z-0300Z, Dec 23

+ RAEM Contest 0000Z-1159Z, Dec 25

+ DARC Christmas Contest 0830Z-1059Z, Dec 26

+ SKCC Sprint 0000Z-0200Z, Dec 28

+ QRP Fox Hunt 0200Z-0330Z, Dec 28

+ Phone Fray 0230Z-0300Z, Dec 28

+ CWops Mini-CWT Test 1300Z-1400Z, Dec 28 and
1900Z-2000Z, Dec 28 and
0300Z-0400Z, Dec 29

+ NCCC RTTY Sprint 0145Z-0215Z, Dec 30

+ QRP Fox Hunt 0200Z-0330Z, Dec 30

+ NCCC Sprint 0230Z-0300Z, Dec 30

+ Bogor Old and New Contest 1200Z-2359Z, Dec 31

http://www.hornucopia.com/contestcal/contestdetails.php?ref=608
http://www.hornucopia.com/contestcal/contestdetails.php?ref=44
http://www.hornucopia.com/contestcal/contestdetails.php?ref=518
http://www.hornucopia.com/contestcal/contestdetails.php?ref=540
http://www.hornucopia.com/contestcal/contestdetails.php?ref=498
http://www.hornucopia.com/contestcal/contestdetails.php?ref=593
http://www.hornucopia.com/contestcal/contestdetails.php?ref=518
http://www.hornucopia.com/contestcal/contestdetails.php?ref=425
http://www.hornucopia.com/contestcal/contestdetails.php?ref=210
http://www.hornucopia.com/contestcal/contestdetails.php?ref=209
http://www.hornucopia.com/contestcal/contestdetails.php?ref=44
http://www.hornucopia.com/contestcal/contestdetails.php?ref=518
http://www.hornucopia.com/contestcal/contestdetails.php?ref=540
http://www.hornucopia.com/contestcal/contestdetails.php?ref=358
http://www.hornucopia.com/contestcal/contestdetails.php?ref=498
http://www.hornucopia.com/contestcal/contestdetails.php?ref=593
http://www.hornucopia.com/contestcal/contestdetails.php?ref=518


January 2017

+ AGB New Year Snowball Contest 0000Z-0100Z, Jan 1

+ SARTG New Year RTTY Contest 0800Z-1100Z, Jan 1

+ AGCW Happy New Year Contest 0900Z-1200Z, Jan 1

+ AGCW VHF/UHF Contest 1400Z-1700Z, Jan 1 (144) and
1700Z-1800Z, Jan 1 (432)

+ QRP ARCI New Years Sprint 1500Z-1800Z, Jan 1

+ QRP ARCI New Years Sprint 1500Z-1800Z, Jan 1

+ ARS Spartan Sprint 0200Z-0400Z, Jan 3

+ QRP Fox Hunt 0200Z-0330Z, Jan 4

+ Phone Fray 0230Z-0300Z, Jan 4

+ CWops Mini-CWT Test 1300Z-1400Z, Jan 4 and
1900Z-2000Z, Jan 4 and
0300Z-0400Z, Jan 5

+ UKEICC 80m Contest 2000Z-2100Z, Jan 4

+ NCCC RTTY Sprint 0145Z-0215Z, Jan 6

+ QRP Fox Hunt 0200Z-0330Z, Jan 6

+ NCCC Sprint 0230Z-0300Z, Jan 6

+ PODXS 070 Club PSKFest 0000Z-2400Z, Jan 7

+ WW PMC Contest 1200Z, Jan 7 to 1200Z, Jan 8

+ SKCC Weekend Sprintathon 1200Z, Jan 7 to 2400Z, Jan 8

+ Original QRP Contest 1500Z, Jan 7 to 1500Z, Jan 8

+ Kid's Day Contest 1800Z-2359Z, Jan 7

+ ARRL RTTY Roundup 1800Z, Jan 7 to 2400Z, Jan 8

+ EUCW 160m Contest 2000Z-2300Z, Jan 7 and

http://www.hornucopia.com/contestcal/contestdetails.php?ref=219
http://www.hornucopia.com/contestcal/contestdetails.php?ref=217
http://www.hornucopia.com/contestcal/contestdetails.php?ref=224
http://www.hornucopia.com/contestcal/contestdetails.php?ref=213
http://www.hornucopia.com/contestcal/contestdetails.php?ref=428
http://www.hornucopia.com/contestcal/contestdetails.php?ref=471
http://www.hornucopia.com/contestcal/contestdetails.php?ref=267
http://www.hornucopia.com/contestcal/contestdetails.php?ref=44
http://www.hornucopia.com/contestcal/contestdetails.php?ref=518
http://www.hornucopia.com/contestcal/contestdetails.php?ref=540
http://www.hornucopia.com/contestcal/contestdetails.php?ref=583
http://www.hornucopia.com/contestcal/contestdetails.php?ref=498
http://www.hornucopia.com/contestcal/contestdetails.php?ref=593
http://www.hornucopia.com/contestcal/contestdetails.php?ref=518
http://www.hornucopia.com/contestcal/contestdetails.php?ref=283
http://www.hornucopia.com/contestcal/contestdetails.php?ref=575
http://www.hornucopia.com/contestcal/contestdetails.php?ref=575
http://www.hornucopia.com/contestcal/contestdetails.php?ref=214
http://www.hornucopia.com/contestcal/contestdetails.php?ref=212
http://www.hornucopia.com/contestcal/contestdetails.php?ref=211
http://www.hornucopia.com/contestcal/contestdetails.php?ref=466


0400Z-0700Z, Jan 8

+ DARC 10-Meter Contest 0900Z-1059Z, Jan 8

+ Midwinter Contest 1000Z-1400Z, Jan 8

+ QRP Fox Hunt 0200Z-0330Z, Jan 11

+ Phone Fray 0230Z-0300Z, Jan 11

+ CWops Mini-CWT Test 1300Z-1400Z, Jan 11 and
1900Z-2000Z, Jan 11 and
0300Z-0400Z, Jan 12

+ AWA Linc Cundall Memorial CW Contest 2300Z, Jan 11 to 2300Z, Jan 12 and
2300Z, Jan 14 to 2300Z, Jan 15

+ NCCC RTTY Sprint 0145Z-0215Z, Jan 13

+ QRP Fox Hunt 0200Z-0330Z, Jan 13

+ NCCC Sprint 0230Z-0300Z, Jan 13

+ Old New Year Contest 0500Z-0900Z, Jan 14

+ UBA PSK63 Prefix Contest 1200Z, Jan 14 to 1200Z, Jan 15

+ North American QSO Party, CW 1800Z, Jan 14 to 0559Z, Jan 15

+ NRAU-Baltic Contest, SSB 0630Z-0830Z, Jan 15

+ NRAU-Baltic Contest, CW 0900Z-1100Z, Jan 15

+ Run for the Bacon QRP Contest 0200Z-0400Z, Jan 16

+ QRP Fox Hunt 0200Z-0330Z, Jan 18

+ Phone Fray 0230Z-0300Z, Jan 18

+ CWops Mini-CWT Test 1300Z-1400Z, Jan 18 and
1900Z-2000Z, Jan 18 and
0300Z-0400Z, Jan 19

+ NAQCC CW Sprint 0130Z-0330Z, Jan 19

+ NCCC RTTY Sprint 0145Z-0215Z, Jan 20

http://www.hornucopia.com/contestcal/contestdetails.php?ref=540
http://www.hornucopia.com/contestcal/contestdetails.php?ref=358
http://www.hornucopia.com/contestcal/contestdetails.php?ref=498
http://www.hornucopia.com/contestcal/contestdetails.php?ref=593
http://www.hornucopia.com/contestcal/contestdetails.php?ref=518
http://www.hornucopia.com/contestcal/contestdetails.php?ref=385
http://www.hornucopia.com/contestcal/contestdetails.php?ref=220
http://www.hornucopia.com/contestcal/contestdetails.php?ref=222
http://www.hornucopia.com/contestcal/contestdetails.php?ref=218
http://www.hornucopia.com/contestcal/contestdetails.php?ref=576
http://www.hornucopia.com/contestcal/contestdetails.php?ref=554
http://www.hornucopia.com/contestcal/contestdetails.php?ref=44
http://www.hornucopia.com/contestcal/contestdetails.php?ref=518
http://www.hornucopia.com/contestcal/contestdetails.php?ref=540
http://www.hornucopia.com/contestcal/contestdetails.php?ref=496
http://www.hornucopia.com/contestcal/contestdetails.php?ref=498
http://www.hornucopia.com/contestcal/contestdetails.php?ref=593
http://www.hornucopia.com/contestcal/contestdetails.php?ref=518
http://www.hornucopia.com/contestcal/contestdetails.php?ref=216
http://www.hornucopia.com/contestcal/contestdetails.php?ref=223


+ QRP Fox Hunt 0200Z-0330Z, Jan 20

+ NCCC Sprint 0230Z-0300Z, Jan 20

+ LZ Open Contest 1800Z-2200Z, Jan 20

+ Hungarian DX Contest 1200Z, Jan 21 to 1159Z, Jan 22

+ North American QSO Party, SSB 1800Z, Jan 21 to 0559Z, Jan 22

+ ARRL January VHF Contest 1900Z, Jan 21 to 0359Z, Jan 23

+ WAB 1.8 MHz Phone 1900Z-2300Z, Jan 21

+ SKCC Sprint 0000Z-0200Z, Jan 25

+ NAQCC CW Sprint 0130Z-0330Z, Jan 25

+ QRP Fox Hunt 0200Z-0330Z, Jan 25

+ Phone Fray 0230Z-0300Z, Jan 25

+ CWops Mini-CWT Test 1300Z-1400Z, Jan 25 and
1900Z-2000Z, Jan 25 and
0300Z-0400Z, Jan 26

+ UKEICC 80m Contest 2000Z-2100Z, Jan 25

+ NCCC RTTY Sprint 0145Z-0215Z, Jan 27

+ QRP Fox Hunt 0200Z-0330Z, Jan 27

+ NCCC Sprint 0230Z-0300Z, Jan 27

+ CQ 160-Meter Contest, CW 2200Z, Jan 27 to 2200Z, Jan 29

+ Montana QSO Party 0000Z-2400Z, Jan 28

+ REF Contest, CW 0600Z, Jan 28 to 1800Z, Jan 29

+ BARTG RTTY Sprint 1200Z, Jan 28 to 1200Z, Jan 29

+ UBA DX Contest, SSB 1300Z, Jan 28 to 1300Z, Jan 29

+ Winter Field Day 1900Z, Jan 28 to 1900Z, Jan 29

http://www.hornucopia.com/contestcal/contestdetails.php?ref=421
http://www.hornucopia.com/contestcal/contestdetails.php?ref=235
http://www.hornucopia.com/contestcal/contestdetails.php?ref=230
http://www.hornucopia.com/contestcal/contestdetails.php?ref=233
http://www.hornucopia.com/contestcal/contestdetails.php?ref=368
http://www.hornucopia.com/contestcal/contestdetails.php?ref=232
http://www.hornucopia.com/contestcal/contestdetails.php?ref=44
http://www.hornucopia.com/contestcal/contestdetails.php?ref=518
http://www.hornucopia.com/contestcal/contestdetails.php?ref=540
http://www.hornucopia.com/contestcal/contestdetails.php?ref=583
http://www.hornucopia.com/contestcal/contestdetails.php?ref=498
http://www.hornucopia.com/contestcal/contestdetails.php?ref=593
http://www.hornucopia.com/contestcal/contestdetails.php?ref=518
http://www.hornucopia.com/contestcal/contestdetails.php?ref=358
http://www.hornucopia.com/contestcal/contestdetails.php?ref=425
http://www.hornucopia.com/contestcal/contestdetails.php?ref=503
http://www.hornucopia.com/contestcal/contestdetails.php?ref=231
http://www.hornucopia.com/contestcal/contestdetails.php?ref=229
http://www.hornucopia.com/contestcal/contestdetails.php?ref=228
http://www.hornucopia.com/contestcal/contestdetails.php?ref=226
http://www.hornucopia.com/contestcal/contestdetails.php?ref=44
http://www.hornucopia.com/contestcal/contestdetails.php?ref=518




Naples Daily News 2017 ½ Marathon – Communications Plan
Final 12/10/2016

Members of the ARASWF and the Collier County ARES will be providing 
communications support for the Naples Daily News ½ Marathon on January 15, 2017. The 
communications support will be in accordance with ARES operational plans and modified 
herein. A directed net for tactical communications will be coordinated by the Net 
Control Station (NCS) at the start/finish line of the event. Support will consist of 
amateur radio operators at each of the check points and a Net Control Station at the 
start/finish line.

Naples Daily News Contact:
Deborah Namaste, Member Naples Daily News Organizing committee.
239-298-6940.email: gcrdeborah@yahoo.com. Twitter: @NaplesDeborah

Collier County ARES Contact:
Edward Esborn, Collier County EC (Collier County ARES)
239-775-5907 (Home), 239-331-9855 (Cell) email: k1uqe@arrl.net

Tactical Callsigns:
Net Control Station or Marathon Net Control or Net Control.
For the check points, check point 1 (or as applicable).
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Naples Daily News ½ Marathon – Communications Plan
Tactical Frequency Plan:

Repeater: WB2QLP, 146.67 MHz, PL 136.5 Hz

Use for initial set up. Then go to 146.40 MHz, simplex.

Simplex: 146.40 MHz (Primary)

Naples Daily News ½ Marathon – Staffing Plan.
There will be a net control station set up at the start/finish line and check 

points listed as shown below.

Check point location Map Ref Operator(s)

Net Control Mile 0/13 Ed, K1UQE
Henrietta, KA1JVN

Shadow as Applicable Ken, W9KB

Check Point 1 Mile 1.5 & 12* Rich, K4AOR
Chris, KM4UJI

Check Point 2 Mile 3.8* George, AA4GT
Larry, N4LAK

Check Point 3 Mile 5.8* Mark, AC4ZM
 Sharon, NH6GR

Check Point 4/6 Mile 7.5 & 10.5* Irv, W1ERE
Craig, NC2H

Check Point 5                             Mile 9* John, W4PYZ          
Bob, WA1IDA

*Note: Mileages are approximate and actual location will be where the race marshal/water table for 
that check point sets up their station. See map for water station locations.  

Page 2 of 5



Course Overview

The start point is on 5th Ave. S adjacent to Cambier Park. Then proceeds west to 
and turns left onto Gordon Dr. (Also known as 2nd St.). Then proceeds south to a turn 
around and then north to Kings Town Dr. Right onto Kings Town Dr. and then right onto 
Ft. Charles Dr. to the end and then back to Treasure Lane. Proceed then onto Galleon 
Dr. Back to Treasure Lane and return to Gordon Dr. North on Gordon Dr. to 8th Ave. S. 
Then East and left onto 8th St. to the Finish. (See attached map).

The start time is 7:00 AM and should be over by 10:30 AM to receive credit for 
the run, however, there may be some stragglers. All check points should be operational 
by 6:30 AM.

Personal Items
Items you should bring with you:

1, Equipment: Mobile radios capable of 25 watts or better and a 5/8th wave antenna or 
equivalent.

2, A hand held with extra battery as required pre-programed for 146.67 MHz (PL 
136.5 Hz) and 146.40 simplex.

3, A portable chair and card table (table optional as there should be one at the check 
point).

4, Drink or snack (also optional as there is usually water etc. at the check point).

5, A Pad and pens and/or pencils.

Page 4 of 5



Naples Daily News ½ Marathon 2017 - Operator’s Notes
The primary role of Amateur Radio in support of the Naples Daily News ½ 

Marathon is to provide communications between the various check points and the 
organizers of the event and to provide public safety assets (if needed) to promote a 
safe and orderly event. If an emergency occurs, protocol for this event is for the 
checkpoint marshal (or representative) to call 911. The radio operator would then inform 
the NCS that the issue had been resolved. A secondary role is one of public visibility 
for Amateur Radio and the Amateur Radio Emergency Service (ARES). 

All operators should wear the Hi-Visibility ARES vests provided. These belong to 
the ARASWF and should be returned at first convenience. 

Note: Operators along the route should not be directing traffic! We are not 
trained and/or certified for this. Your personal safety could be at risk as well as the 
possibility of incurring significant liability for doing so.

We will use “tactical callsigns” as assigned in this plan. The use of tactical callsigns 
helps clarify the function of individual stations. These tactical callsigns should be used 
in lieu of Amateur callsigns for all initial calls and for subsequent exchanges of traffic. 
However, the station operator must still follow all FCC rules when operating the station. 
Your amateur station callsign should be used at the end of an exchange or every ten 
minutes to satisfy FCC regulation 97.119. This requirement is easily satisfied by 
terminating an exchange with your tactical callsign plus your FCC assigned amateur 
callsign. For example, the NCS might end an exchange with “Check point 2 this is Net 
Control, Roger message, K1UQE”.
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Winter Field Day Planning Meeting

Friday Jan 6, 2017

1-4 PM

Larry’s House   N4LAK

2591 White Blvd

Map attached.  From I-75 head east on Pine Ridge.  Pine Ridge turns into White Blvd 
just east of Collier.  Proceed 2 miles and my house is on the left.  If you come to a turn 
in the road, you have gone too far.

Agenda:

1. Review the 2017 rules
a. Remember, we can’t change them.   We will discuss how to maximize our 

score within the rules.
2. Review the site
3. Plan the antennas
4. Plan operator assignments, band and mode coverage and available equipment
5. Plan station set- ups





Amateur Radio Parity Act Bill Unable to Overcome 
Florida Senator's Objections

The Amateur Radio Parity Act, H.R. 1301, suffered an unbefitting demise on December 
9 as the 114th Congress drew to a close. After passing the House of Representatives on 
a unanimous vote earlier this fall, the bill stalled in the Senate due to the intervention of 
only one member, Sen. Bill Nelson (D-FL). The measure would have directed the FCC to 
extend its rules relating to reasonable accommodation of Amateur Service 
communications to private land-use restrictions, such as covenants, conditions, and 

restrictions (CC&Rs) imposed by homeowners associations.

"[During 2016] Nelson received thousands of e-mails, 
letters, and phone calls from concerned constituents asking 
for his support of H.R. 1301. Numerous meetings were held 
with his senior staff in an effort to move the legislation 
forward," ARRL said in a news release. "Negotiations, 
which led to an agreement with the Community 
Associations Institute (CAI), the national association of 
homeowner's associations and publicly supported by CAI 
and ARRL, were brushed aside by Sen. Nelson as 
irrelevant."

In a final meeting with Nelson's staff as the 114th Congress neared adjournment, it 
became clear that no matter what was said or done, the Senator would oppose the bill 
and refuse to allow it to move forward. Because the measure had not been put on the 
floor schedule, the only way it could have passed the Senate would have been through 
a process called "unanimous consent." A Senate member may request unanimous 
consent on the floor to set aside rules and expedite proceedings. If any single Senator 
objects, though, the request is rejected.

The unhappy ending followed nearly 2 years of intense effort on the part of ARRL and 
thousands of its members, who contacted their Congressional representatives to urge 
their support of the measure on Capitol Hill. The ARRL Board of Directors is expected to 
discuss the future of the initiative at its January meeting.

https://www.caionline.org/
http://www.arrl.org/news/arrl-vows-continued-pursuit-of-the-amateur-radio-parity-act-in-the-115th-congress


National Parks on the Air Contact Tally Tops 1 Million!

Participants in ARRL's National Parks on the Air (NPOTA) program have completed more 
than 1 million contacts! Activators operating from National Park Service units across the 
US and Chasers around the world pushed the contact tally over its goal this week. ARRL 
sponsored NPOTA to help the National Park Service celebrate its centennial.

"National Parks on the Air has become one of the most popular events in the history of 
the League," NPOTA Administrator Sean Kutzko, KX9X, said. "It's been fun seeing so 
many hams take part."

Kutzko said the NPOTA Facebook group really 
helped drive participation, especially in the last 3 
months, when it became clear that the 1 million-
QSO goal was within reach. "Some 25,000 NPOTA 
contacts were uploaded to Logbook of The World 
(LoTW) every week since October," he noted. 
"The entire group came together and simply 
willed the 1 million-contact mark to be broken. It 
was incredible to watch!" He said some real 
friendships developed among those who 
frequented the NPOTA Facebook page.

Those taking part in NPOTA made nearly 20,000 
visits to 460 of the 489 NPS units eligible for 
NPOTA credit, including portions of the National 
Trails System and the National Wild and Scenic 
Rivers System. Nearly 150 Chasers completed 
contacts with more than 400 of the 489 NPOTA units this year, while one Activator 
transmitted from more than 250 different NPS units in 2016. Kutzko said the activations 
effectively transported those National Park Service units via radio to all 50 states and 
more than 100 countries during 2016.

Kutzko said NPOTA garnered interest from hams at all proficiency levels, but he was 
especially gratified to see how it encouraged less-experienced hams to acquire new 
skills, such as operating a portable station on battery power, learning CW, or 
discovering digital modes. "Pileups from some activations rivaled those during a major 
DXpedition -- if only for a few hours at a time," he added.

Anthony Wiese, KG6LHW, operates from 
John Day Fossil Beds National Monument 
in Oregon, accompanied by his wife, Aleda 
Cloud. 

http://www.arrl.org/logbook-of-the-world
https://npota.arrl.org/


Jim Clark, Jr., an NPS Ranger at Marsh-Billings-
Rockefeller National Historic Site in Vermont, said 
NPOTA helped to generate greater awareness of 
his unit. "National Parks on the Air has afforded us 
the opportunity to connect with a much larger and 
more diverse audience than we could have ever 
imagined," he told ARRL. "We are pleased and 
proud that the world of Amateur Radio helped us 
to celebrate 100 years of service to the nation."

Kutzko said being able to blend Amateur Radio 
with the history and scenery offered by the 
National Park Service was a wonderful gift. "We 

heard from countless amateurs who learned something about our country while 
operating from an NPS unit and experiencing 'the other side' of a pileup. There will be 
other on-air events from ARRL, but National Parks on the Air was a once-in-a-lifetime 
opportunity. I don't think there will ever be anything quite like it in Amateur Radio 
again. I will miss it."

NPOTA ends on December 31 at 2359 UTC!

Fernando Ramirez-Ferrer, NP4JV, 
enjoyed the majesty of Grand Canyon 
National Park while handing out some 
NPOTA contacts via satellite.



Royal Palm Chapter 152 meets every second Thursday of the month

at the Lely Palms Manor, Next Luncheon Meeting: January 12th at 12:15 pm

1000 Lely Palms Blvd.

Naples, FL  34114



AMATEUR RADIO ASSOCIATION
OF SOUTHWEST FLORIDA, INC.

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

I hereby petition the officers and members of the AMATEUR RADIO ASSOCIATION OF SOUTHWEST FLORIDA, 
INC. for membership.  I attest that I hold a current FCC issued Amateur Radio License, and that I will follow legal 
procedures and protocol, and conduct myself in a manner that will further Amateur Radio.

NAME: _____________________________________________________ CALL: ______________________

ADDRESS: _______________________________________________________________________________

CITY: _____________________________________________STATE: __________ ZIP: ________________

PHONE: ___________________________________________ EMAIL: ______________________________

LICENSE CLASS: __________________________________ ARRL MEMBER: □ YES □ NO 

HAVE YOU EVER PREVIOUSLY BEEN A MEMBER OF ARASWF   □ N0 □ YES - Year ______

SPOUSE’S NAME: ________________________________________________________________________

SPOUSE’S CALL (If Applicable): _____________________ SPOUSE’S LICENSE CLASS: ____________

OUT OF AREA ADDRESS (If Applicable): ____________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

OUT OF AREA PHONE (If Applicable): __________________________________________

This Application must be filed prior to the Membership Business Meeting at which time action will be taken.  It is not 
mandatory that the applicant be in attendance.

The Membership Business Meetings are held the fourth Tuesday of every month at 7:00 PM (except June, July, August and 
December) at the American Red Cross Building at 2610 Northbrooke Plaza Drive, Naples, Florida.

The ARASWF Newsletter is distributed monthly by e-mail prior to the monthly Membership Business Meeting and 
contains meeting dates, location and other information, and will be sent to the e-mail address indicated on this Application.   
If you do not have an e-mail address, the please notify us and request that the Newsletter be sent to you via U.S. Mail.

Please mail this Application with a copy of your Amateur Radio License and a check or money order in the amount of 
$25.00 (annual membership dues), to the ARASWF at the address below. Paid membership is valid for one calendar year.  
If a new member’s Application is dated after July 1st, the annual membership dues are one-half the annual dues amount, and 
a check or money order in the amount of  $12.50 should accompany this application.

Please make checks or money orders payable to “Amateur Radio Assn. of Southwest Florida”, or to “ARASWF”.

Amateur Radio Assn. of Southwest Florida
P.O. Box 111604

Naples, FL  34108





Next Meeting Time: January 24th @ 7:00PM

Meeting Location:
American Red Cross

2610 Northbrooke Plaza Drive
Naples, FL

Club Repeaters:

 ARASWF  FM - WB2QLP 146.670 mHZ (-600 kHZ)  PL 136.5 HZ
 ARASWF  D-Star – AA4PP 145.490 mHZ (-600 kHZ)/441.5 mHZ (5.0kHZ)
 ARASWF  EmComm – K4YHB 147.030 mHZ  (+600 kHZ)

2017 Club Officers:

President: Uli Altvater – AG0X@araswf.org
Vice President: Frank Halas – W4RBW@araswf.org
Treasurer: Larry Kielasa – N4LAK@araswf.org
Secretary: Ken Bills – W9KB@araswf.org
Director: Mark Harms – AC4ZM@araswf.org
Director:  Craig Henning - NC2H@araswf.org
Director: Larry Kielasa – KC8JCB@araswf.org
Director: Gary Lee – K8YMN@araswf.org
Newsletter Editor: Larry Kielasa – N4LAK@araswf.org
Webmaster: Craig Henning – NC2H@araswf.org

Club Website:

http://www.araswf.org

Club Information
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