ARASWF &
Newosletter E

Vol.XVI No.5 June 2000
The Journal of The Amateur Radio Association of Southwest Florida

BONITA 8
SPRINGS




From the President:
There will be no regular technical neeting this nonth due to

field day. We will be having field day at Phil's NMAVMI"s QTH this
year. We need nmenbers to circle there calendar and plan to be there.
W will start setting up Friday afternoon, operate the event Satur-
day and Sunday and tear down Sunday afternoon. In the past few years
it seenms the set up crew has gotten smaller each year. W need nore
help. In the imortal words of Bob WABQYJ "Now is the

time for all good hanms to conme to the aid of their hobby". Let ne
know via email (ad4tr@ol.con) or the repeater if you can help. You
will mss alot of fun if you don't show up. 73 de Martin ad4tr

FCC FEELI NG RESTRUCTURI NG S | MPACT

The inpact of restructuring is being felt at the FCC. During the
wel | -attended Dayton Hanvention FCC Forum Bill Cross, WBTN, of the
W r el ess Tel ecommuni cati ons Bureau announced that the Conm ssion al -
ready had processed nearly 9200 |icense upgrades as of May 19--six
times the normal flow of applications.

"It appears Advanced cl ass |licensees are upgrading in significant
nunbers, " he said. "So are the Technician Plus class |icensees." He
recommended that experienced amateurs hel p newconers to bridge the
gap between their new |license classes and their sonetines |ess-than-
fully devel oped operating skills.

"Just like you, newly mnted CGenerals and Extras want to conply
with the rules,” Cross said. "Just |ike you, they have invested a | ot
in getting that signal on the air, although it may be on the wong
frequency. And just |ike you, a correction that starts with 'you id-
iot" isn't going to get the result you want."

Cross defended the FCC s action |lowering the Mdrse code require-
ment to 5 WM He also credited the National Conference of Vol unteer
Exam ner Coordi nators' Question Pool Conmittee with "an amazi ng job"
of revising the question pools in very short order. "They aren't easy
qguestions,"” he said. "These exans are not 'dunbed down' by any
stretch of the imagination. If anything, they're nore difficult be-
cause the easy questions are gone."

Cross also said the FCC has a copy of its pre-April 15 database to
keep track of which Technicians have HF privileges as a result of
havi ng taken a Mrse code examin the past.

FCC Speci al Counsel for Amateur Radio Enforcenment Riley
Hol i ngsworth al so addressed the FCC Forum "Not hing about restruc-
turing bothers me froman enforcenment standpoint,” he said. "W have
a basically good set of rules"” that the FCCis willing to enforce.
VWile insisting he did not want to tranple on anyone's First Amend-
ment rights, Hollingsworth urged amateurs to present a good face to
the non amateur comunity by maintaining a high | evel of on-the-air
decorum "We're being listened to all the time," he said. "So we have
to think about what kind of inpression we're naking."



Thoughts from the Vice President

Field day! Field Day!

Cone on out and have FUN

As Martin has said in his com
ments the club will start set-
ting up on Friday afternoon if
you can give sonme help to this
task. The tear down is Sunday
after lunch. At both of these
events the nore hands that we
have t he easi er and qui cker that
the station gets ready for seri-
ous operations.

We need operators particu-
larly during the wee hours of
Sunday between 0000 and 0800.

If you can give sone tinme here
the club woul d appreciate your
hel p,

You need to conme out on Sat-
urday after 1200 and before 1200
on Sunday and sign in on the at-
t endance sheet. Renenber this
event is the June club neeting.
Sign in and take a turn at one
of the operating positions and
experi ence the rush of working
Fi el d Day 2000.

Now is also the tinme to do
all those projects we put off
during "season" since we can fi-
nally get into the hardware
stores and Home Depot and
Lowe's with the "snowbirds" out
of town. Maybe it is atimeto
spend in the A/C studying to up-
grade!!

Anyway, to all our Northern
nmenbers have a wonderful summer,
a safe trip back in the fall,
and we will see you then.

De John WA3TIH

Bill’s Squib

Wl it is June and Field day is here.
| am sorry that | will not be able to par-
ticipate this year as the xyl and | will be
ontheroad. My classis having areun-
ion and | need to see al the old folks
that are left from the group that | went to
school with. Each year there are fewer
of usto commiserate and to exchange
stories of the past. | ask al of you to tak
alot of picturesfor the July issue of the
newsletter and to forward them to me.

Have a great weekend and rack up a
lot of pointsfor the club. Be sureto at-
tend and to sit at one of the consoles for
awhile.

SeeyouinJuly 73 de K2ZEL

A gathering at “ The Gathering”

On the 11th of June at 0900 there
will be a gathering for breakfast and cof-
fee of the hardy souls that will be direct-
ing the festivities of Field Day. Itisthe
custom of the Field Day Group; opera-
tors, setup crew, tear down crew, sup-
port people (cooks, etc.), and cheering
section to gather the Sunday before
Field Day to walk the site and decide
where the stuff will be setup on the fol-
lowing weekend. “The Gathering” is
located on route 951 just north of
Golden Gate Parkway. Thisisa“dutch”
treat event and any and all members are
welcome to participate in the chatter and
the walk through. Seeyou there !!

Field Day 2000 - June 24 & 25




Club Information
Meeting Time:
4th Tuesday at 7:30 pm at The
Shepherd of the Glades Church
Rattlesnake Hammock Road, Naples
Club Repeater:
K4YHB —146.670 MHz (-600)
RACESEOC Repeater
WB2WPA - 147.300 MHz (+600)
Club Chat Node:
CHAT —144.970 MHz
ENAP Packet Node
WB2WPA-5 - 145.030 MHz
Club Home Page:
http://naplesfl.net/~ar aswf or
http://naples.net/clubs/amradio
Club Officers:
President — AD4TR —Martin
e-mail — ad4tr @aol.com
Vice President —WAZ3TIH - John.
e-mail —nfn06110@naples.net
Secretary/Treasurer —KF4AMJJ - Fred
e-mail —edwar df @cr ossnet.org
Past President — KE4RGH - Bill
e-mail — kedrgh@mediaone.net
Repeater Trustee— WB2QLP —Jordan
e-mail —wb2qglp@aol.com
Club Chat Node —N4VMT — Phil
e-mail — n4vmt@aol.com
Newdletter Editor — K2ZEL —Bill
e-mail —nfn06232@naples.net
Training Committee— AD4ATR
Webmaster - KE4KTZ - Glenn

M eeting Schedule
June 24& 25—Field Day at NAVMT
July 7 Dinner Meeting Call Sigi
July 27—Regular Club Meeting
APRS by Dale
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